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The Seychelles Child Development Study was designed to test the hypothesis that prenatal
exposure to MeHg from maternal consumption of a diet high in fish is detrimental to child
neurodevelopment. To date, no consistent pattern of adverse associations between prenatal
exposure and children's development has appeared. In a comprehensive review of
developmental studies involving MeHg, a panel of experts recommended a more consistent use
of the same endpoints across studies to facilitate comparisons. Both the SCDS and the Faeroe
Islands studies administered the Bender Visual Motor Gestalt Test. However, the method of
test administration and scoring used was different. We repeated the test on the SCDS Main
Study children (mean age 10.7 years) using the same testing and scoring procedure reported by
the Faeroe studies to obtain Copying Task and Reproduction Task scores. We found no
association between prenatal MeHg exposure and Copying Task scores which was reported
from the Faeroese study. However, our analysis did show a significant adverse association
between MeHg and Reproduction Task scores with all the data (p=0.04), but not when the
single outlier was removed (p=0.07). In a population whose exposure to MeHg is from fish
consumption, we continue to find no consistent adverse association between MeHg and visual
motor coordination.
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